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MESSAGE FROM
THE HEAD OF COLLEGE

speaks for itself – you’ll see some
examples throughout this publication.

The National Security College is
unique. As a joint initiative of the
Australian Government and the
Australian National University,
we are singularly placed at the
nexus of policymaking and the
advancement of knowledge.
We have a track record of cultivating
new generations of security thinkers
and enhancing the credentials and
opportunities of students wanting to work
in the national security space. We take an
innovative and forward-looking approach
to our teaching and learning methods,
for example through blended learning,
collaborative work, scenario exercises,
and exposure to the policy world through
guest presenters drawn from Australia’s
most distinguished national security
practitioners and thinkers.
Students also benefit from access to
our vibrant program of policy engagement,
careers briefings and public events
featuring leading international speakers.
The testimony of our students and alumni

The academic environment here is
unashamedly multi-disciplinary, highly
interactive and responsive to the security
problems of a world in change. Our staff
are at the cutting edge of crafting a new
hybrid discipline of knowledge, at the
intersection of domestic and international
security – national security for the
challenges of the 21st century.
At the NSC, we strive to understand
and address the significant national
security policy questions and challenges
that confront Australia, the Indo-Pacific
region and the world. We pride ourselves
on approaching these issues in a way
that combines academic rigour with
policymaking practicality. We’re especially
interested in the security challenges that
multiple countries face in common in a
connected world, where no nation – or
field of academic expertise – is an island.
As a former policy practitioner with
an interest in how real world strategic
decisions should be informed by
research and argument, I feel privileged
to lead the National Security College as
it consolidates its place as a premier
institution in its field.

Professor Rory Medcalf
Head, National Security College
The Australian National University
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OUR PROGRAMS

As a student at the National
Security College (NSC), you’ll
be joining a supportive and
passionate community of
students, alumni and national
security practitioners.
You’ll engage with world-leading
scholars at the cutting edge
of national security research,
with the wider national security
community, and with leaders
in government, politics,
business and NGOs in
Australia and internationally.

>> an enhanced capacity to lead or
contribute to policy development and
security practice in government and
related sectors

The Master of National Security Policy has
evolved as a challenging and rewarding
program of inquiry and contestible learning
for aspiring professionals who want:

The NSC’s graduate programs will give you
both a strong theoretical underpinning and
a practical understanding of the national,
regional and global security challenges that
will shape the 21st century. You’ll be taught
by leaders in their fields and gain access to
top Australian and overseas officials from
government and the private sector.

>> a comprehensive understanding of
how national security works both in
theory and in practice, in Australia
and internationally
>> a deep understanding of the security
issues facing the Indo-Pacific region
and the world
>> a chance to acquire and contribute
to knowledge of tomorrow’s security
challenges and the opportunities
meet them
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>> access to experts and senior officials
in Australia’s capital, insider views and
networks of like-minded professionals
>> skills that will prepare you for a career
in government, intelligence, the military,
international organisations, civil society
or the private sector, in Australia and
throughout the world.

Your career
Whether your career aspirations lie in
government, the private sector, international
organisations or the media, a degree from
the NSC can help you achieve them.

At the National Security College, you’ll be
part of a new generation of professionals
from across Australia and around the world
who are engaging with applied national
security policymaking in Australia’s capital.
You’ll gain an internationally respected
qualification in national security with a
focus on the dynamic Indo-Pacific region
and develop the skills and networks you’ll
need to further your career.

Master of
National Security Policy

Master of National Security
Policy (Advanced)

CRICOS Code: 082340A

CRICOS Code: 082341M

Program Code: 7870 MNSPO

Program Code: 7870 VNSPO

Units/Duration: 96 units / 1 - 2 years
dependent on previous
studies

Units/Duration: 96 units/ 1 - 2 years
dependent on previous
studies

Admission requirements

Admission requirements

>> A Bachelor degree or international
equivalent

The admission requirements are the
same as the Master of National Security
Policy. However, students must achieve a
minimum 70 per cent weighted average
mark in the first 48 units of courses
attempted to remain enrolled in the Master
of National Security Policy (Advanced).

>> Applicants with a Bachelor degree
or Graduate Certificate in a cognate
discipline may be eligible for 24 units
(one semester) of credit
>> Applicants with a Graduate Diploma or
Honours degree in a cognate discipline
may be eligible for 48 units (one year)
of credit

Note: These requirements were correct at
the time of printing. For up to date details
please visit the National Security College
website nsc.anu.edu.au

Policy engagement
The NSC has a vibrant policy engagement
program, making us a trusted think tank
in Australia’s national capital. Motivated
students have opportunities to connect
with this side of our work, including public
events and roundtables.

Students who do not achieve a minimum
70 per cent weighted average mark will
be transferred to the Master of National
Security Policy.

Executive and professional
development programs
The NSC also offers executive and
professional development programs – short
courses ranging from one day to four weeks
– for national security practitioners. We are
in the process of introducing academic
recognition for those who have completed
NSC short courses. This will allow for
executive course alumni to transfer their prior
learning into the Master of National Security
Policy program. We anticipate this option
being available in 2017 once University
approval processes are completed.
The Australian National University
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OUR COURSES

Core NSC Courses
NSPO8006

National Security
Policy-making

NSPO8011

Foundations of
National Security

NSPO8020

Research Methods
in National Security
Policy

NSPO8023

National Security in
the Indo-Pacific

NSC Electives
NSPO8004

NSPO8008

National Security
Leadership and Risk
Management
Ethical Challenges
for National Security

NSPO8009

Cyber-intelligence
and Security

NSPO8010

Civil-Military Relations

NSPO8012

National Security
and Crisis Management

NSPO8013

Disease, Security
and Biological Weapons

NSPO8014

Ethics and Technologies
of War
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NSPO8015

Asian Regionalism
and Security: Implications
for Australia

NSPO8017

Malicious Networks:
Transnational Terrorism
and Crime

NSPO8018

The Evolution of National
Security Policy since 1945

NSPO8019

Sectarianism and Religiously
Motivated Violence

NSPO8021

Statecraft and National
Security in Cyberspace

NSPO8022

Selected Topic in National
Security Policy

NSPO8024

American National Security
Policy

NSPO8025

Terrorism and National
Security

Research component
The Advanced program requires
completion of a 24-unit sub-thesis.
NSPO8031

National Security Policy
Sub-thesis

STUDENT
PROFILE

Liam Jones
For Liam Jones, the Master of
National Security Policy was a
natural stepping-stone towards
a career in policymaking. “I did
a Bachelor of Arts in politics and
English and, while I got a lot out of
it, I felt I needed something a bit
more relevant that would open up
some opportunities for me,”
he says.
“I found the degree quite interesting in the
way it broadly addressed national security
issues. When I started at the NSC I was
working as a political staffer, and then I
recently joined KPMG working with the
Defence department on defence projects.”
For Liam, one of the NSC’s attractions was
its close connections with government.
“Not only is it a good academic institution
that weighs in on the national security
debate, but because it’s attached to
government, it’s plugged into the national
security space formally as well,” he says.
Liam has found the Masters program has
enriched not just his academic knowledge
but also his practical skills. “We’ve done
theory and a lot of different things, but
the courses are constructed in ways that
always come back to how these things
affect policymaking or current national
security issues.

“There’s also a focus on building skills,
which has enabled me to be more effective
in my professional capacity. It goes from
right on the practical end – like writing
policy briefs or issues briefs – to policy
development, to the landscape of the
national security community, which has
been very useful in my work. Having that
knowledge puts me on the front foot.”
A diversity of skills and experiences among
his classmates has also provided Liam
with a well-rounded network of contacts.
“The NSC not only delivers really good
courses, it also plugs you into a network
of people involved in the national security
space,” he says.
As his career progresses, Liam hopes to
move more into national security policy. He
believes his degree has provided a strong
foundation for his ambitions:

“I’d like to shift more into
policymaking, whether
that’s through working
in a ministerial office or
government department, and
I think that my course, with
some good work experience,
will put me in a good position
to be competitive for those
positions.”

The Australian National University
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

National Security Leadership
and Risk Management
(NSPO8004)
In this course, you’ll learn about leadership
and risk management in a national security
context. You’ll examine contemporary
leadership issues that affect the national
security community, learn about risk
concepts and how they apply in national
security settings, and develop methods
to communicate risk around national
security challenges.

National Security Policymaking
(NSPO8006)
This course will provide you with an
in-depth look at Australia’s national
security policymaking system, including
its structures, processes, actors and
norms. You will look comparatively at
national security policymaking in other
democracies, such as the United States,
United Kingdom, India, Japan, Indonesia
and France. You’ll learn about practical
aspects of national security policymaking,
including strategy and implementation,
and will analyse contemporary issues
concerning the interplay of national
interests, values, politics and the
bureaucracy. A highlight of this course
each year is guest lectures by some of
Australia’s most distinguished national
security policy leaders and practitioners.
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Ethical Challenges for National
Security (NSPO8008)
As Australia faces challenges ranging
from domestic terrorism to cybersecurity
to climate change, discussions around
national security will continue to resonate
across our community, in the media and in
policymaking. You will examine the ethical
norms that both underpin and limit national
security. The course has a particular focus
on the way that the relationships between
those ethical norms pose challenges for
national security policy and practice.
It explores how, and the extent to which,
ethical considerations can and should
influence decisions about national security.

Cyber-intelligence and Security
(NSPO8009)
In this course, you’ll examine the changing
role of intelligence in the cyber age and
the implications for national security
policy. You’ll explore new and emerging
sources of intelligence; the new ways
traditional intelligence is being merged
with cyber-intelligence using big data
technologies; and the role and future of
secret intelligence in a world awash with
open-source information.

Civil-Military Relations
(NSPO8010)
This course will help you to develop a
critical understanding of the boundaries
and complexities of civil-military relations
in disaster and conflict situations. You’ll
analyse the policies, principles and
practices of the Australian Government,
the United Nations, and other key
international actors and non-government
organisations. You’ll also examine disaster
risk reduction and peace-building
strategies to help minimise the severity
of natural disasters and the reversion of
fragile states into conflict.

Foundations of National
Security (NSPO8011)
National security by its nature sits at the
intersection of domestic and international
security challenges. In this comprehensive
introduction to national security, you’ll first

examine how key concepts, represented
by different and sometime competing
worldviews, define and problematise
security. You’ll then explore major debates
in the study of national security, as well
as contemporary security challenges for
Australia and other nations.

National Security and Crisis
Management (NSPO8012)
This course will provide you with an
understanding of, and experience in,
strategy planning and implementation
in the context of national security crisis
situations. In particular, you’ll participate
in a simulation concerning a hypothetical
national security crisis where you’ll have
to work collaboratively to produce
strategic advice.

Disease, Security and Biological
Weapons (NSPO8013)
With this course, you will have the
opportunity to analyse the political and
security significance of infectious diseases
and biological weapons, including the
threat posed by biological weapons;
responses to fast-moving disease
outbreaks of natural origin; and securityoriented ethics for biological scientists.
You’ll develop a critical understanding of
disease-related security and policy issues
and will be able to formulate, analyse and
evaluate security policy options in relation
to disease-related security challenges.

The Australian National University
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Ethics and Technologies
of War (NSPO8014)
In this course, you will examine the ethics
of the use of force for political purposes,
including being introduced to Just War
theory. You’ll also look at ideas such
as the basic concepts of international
law on armed conflict; pre-emptive and
preventive war; humanitarian interventions;
and mercenaries and private military
companies. You’ll develop a critical
understanding of the relationship between
ethics, politics, security and strategy,
and will be able to formulate, analyse
and evaluate security policy options
in ethical terms.

Asian Regionalism and Security
(NSPO8015)
In this course, you will assess the political
and security challenges in Indo-Pacific
Asia and debate the prospects for
advancing ‘regionalism’ there. You’ll
analyse a range of issues, including
sources of conflict and distrust, such
as the South China Sea; the influence
of major powers; the role of regional
organisations; and new and evolving
security issues in a regional context such
as transnational crime, disease and natural
disasters. You’ll develop an understanding
of the major domestic, regional and
international political and security variables
that shape security agendas.
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Malicious Networks:
Transnational Terrorism and
Crime (NSPO8017)
This topical course will take you through
the globalisation and the communications
revolution that is empowering transnational
networks of terrorists and criminals in
their capacity to threaten national security.
You’ll learn about network theory in order
to understand the motivations, operations
and impacts of transnational terrorist and
criminal organisations. You will then go on
to analyse the variety of terrorist and crime
organisations and the responses of various
states and international bodies to the
challenge of malicious networks.

The Evolution of National
Security Policy since 1945
(NSPO8018)
This course will provide you with an
overview of post-war global security
history. You’ll discuss the evolution of the
concept of national security since 1945,
examining how and why certain security
threats and interests were perceived and
how national security policies transformed
over time. After completing this course,
you’ll have an in-depth knowledge of postwar security challenges and will be able
to critically reflect on key historical and
theoretical viewpoints.

Sectarianism and Religiously
Motivated Violence (NSPO8019)
In this course, you’ll examine the causes
and dynamics of religious and sectarian
violence, as well as the factors that
cause it to spread between societies.
You’ll analyse contemporary conflicts –
such as those in Iraq, Syria and Egypt
– which began with inter-state conflicts or
popular internal uprisings that developed
into sectarian conflicts, and examine the
differences between them and earlier
religio-nationalist conflicts such as
the Irish Troubles.

Research Methods in National
Security Policy (NSPO8020)
This important skill-building course will
help you develop an understanding
of different research approaches and
methodologies in preparation for your
own research projects. You’ll learn how to
identify your own research question, select
and identify research approaches and
methods of inquiry, develop arguments
and present your results.

Statecraft and National Security
in Cyberspace (NSPO8021)
In this highly interdisciplinary course, you’ll
examine the evolution of cyberspace
as a domain where states project both
hard and soft power, and how states are
adapting to the threats and opportunities
of this new domain. You’ll analyse how

cyberspace interacts with the traditional
domains of land, sea, air and space
in which statecraft is prosecuted,
and explore the future of cyberspace
and its potential to disrupt ideas of
sovereignty and national security.

Selected Topic in National
Security Policy (NSPO8022)
This special research-based course allows
you to learn from visiting specialists at
the National Security College or gain
an introduction to research in national
security. You’ll explore a specific topic in
depth through weekly seminar discussions
and extensive research, developing
methods and skills, and leading to a
deeper understanding of the topic
under consideration.

National Security in the IndoPacific (NSPO8023)
In this course, you’ll learn about the
challenges and choices facing national
security policymakers in an era of
increased connectivity between the AsiaPacific and Indian Ocean regions. This is
one of the first academic courses in the
world to explore the emerging concept of
the Indo-Pacific as a coherent strategic
and economic system, along with its
implications for the security interests
of key regional powers, notably China,
India, Japan, Indonesia, the United
States and Australia.

The Australian National University
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American National Security
Policy (NSPO8024)
Given the predominant role the United
States has played in world affairs since
World War II, American national security
policy affects not just Americans, but
peoples and nations around the globe. In
this course, you’ll develop a systematic
understanding of the dimensions and
dilemmas of American national security
policy, with a particular focus on the ideas,
institutions and individuals that have
shaped how America frames its approach
to national security.

Terrorism and National Security
(NSPO8025)
In this multidisciplinary course, you’ll
explore the nature and causes of terrorism,
as well as individual (state) and collective
(international) responses. You’ll examine
the historical evolution of terrorism, its
causes and rationales, and the major
theoretical and conceptual approaches to
its study. You’ll also analyse historical and
contemporary terrorist groups, including
the recent ‘fourth wave’ of terrorism (e.g.
al-Qaeda and ISIS), as well as examining
counter-terrorism responses and policies
in the context of national security
policy formulation.

10 National Security College

STUDENT
PROFILE

Patricia Dias
When Master of National Security
Policy student Patricia Dias
joined the NSC, it was the start
of a significant career change.
During four years spent working
at the China-Australia Chamber
of Commerce in Beijing, she was
advised to look into the public
service, which led her to Canberra
and a job with the Department
of Defence.
“I think firstly it was the type of courses
the NSC offers that attracted me,” she
says. “Other universities have similar
types of courses, but the NSC also has an
incredibly high calibre of lecturers.
“The other thing I’ve really enjoyed
has been the national security events.
There are a lot of evening presentations
where they get in really big speakers,
whereas at other universities you just don’t
have access to that calibre of people to
learn from.”
Patricia has also enjoyed the flexibility of
the degree, both its content and the way
the program is delivered. “I’ve loved every
single subject I’ve taken and you get such
a great range of choice. I studied full-time
initially, then part-time. Classes are held in
the evenings because a lot of students are
also working full-time.”

Although Patricia was initially nervous
about having no previous national security
experience, she quickly found that her
background allowed her to contribute
in unique ways. “I learned a lot from my
classmates because I’ve been studying
alongside people who were already
working in the public service or had
international relations backgrounds,”
she says. “But I quickly realised that
bringing that business background
and looking at the trade side of things
contributed to giving a different
perspective and viewpoint. I think
everyone’s different backgrounds
helped us all learn together.
“The lecturers, the administrative staff and
everyone in the NSC makes it really feel
like a family,” she says. “When I first moved
to Canberra, the staff took the time to sit
down with me and talk to me about the
course and what options I had.
Patricia has recently applied for an ANU
internship in Washington, where students
work for a member of the US Congress,
joined the Australian Army Reserve as
an officer and is keen to broaden her
international experience.

“The NSC really does have
your interests as a student
at heart and they want to see
you progress in your career.”

The Australian National University 11

CROSS-CAMPUS ELECTIVES

ANTH8032

Law, Order and Conflict
in the Pacific

POGO8095

Development Policy
and Practice

ANTH8043

Conflict and Development
in the Pacific

STST8001

Strategic Studies

STST8002

CRWF8000

Government, Markets
and Global Change

Grand Strategies
in the Asia-Pacific

STST8004

DIPL8006

Diplomacy, Politics
and the United Nations

Australian Strategic
and Defence Policy

STST8013

INTR8062

Humanitarianism
in World Politics

China’s Defence and
Strategic Challenges

STST8021

Intelligence and Security

INTR8065

Writing International
Relations

STST8026

Nuclear Strategy
in the Asian Century

INTR8067

U.S. Security Policy
in the Asia-Pacific

STST8027

MEAS8111

Islam, the West and
International Terrorism

Insurgency &
Counterinsurgency
in an Age of Terror

STST8051

MEAS8115

Islam in World Politics

POGO8012

Governance and Institutions

Great and Powerful Friends:
Strategic Alliances and
Australian Security
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STUDENT
PROFILE

Enkh-Orshikh Khurlee
When Enkh-Orshikh Khurlee from
Mongolia was looking to pursue
postgraduate studies in Australia,
he says the Master of National
Security Policy at ANU was an
obvious choice.
“I had to weigh university, location,
and most importantly, the program,”
he says. Fortunately it was not a tough
call. “The National Security College was
offering a program that was exactly
what I was looking for with a broad,
multidisciplinary understanding of national
security and it was at the ANU which was
already known for its international standing
and reputation.”

Enkh-Orshikh specialises in Asia-Pacific
studies with a focus on strategic studies,
cybersecurity and North-East Asia. Prior to
making the move to Canberra, he worked
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Parliament Secretariat of Mongolia.

“I am confident that my
study here will contribute
enormously to my
professional and personal
development goal to become
a career diplomat with
expertise in national security
and policy-making.”

Accompanied by his family,
Enkh-Orshikh relocated to Canberra –
which he describes as a “terrific city to
live in”. “The quiet, safe and family friendly
nature of the city is perfectly suited to me.
“It not only houses some great museums
and galleries, but is also large enough
to create a vibrant and multicultural
atmosphere.” In addition to undertaking
his Masters degree at ANU, Enkh-Orshikh
has also been working with the ANU
Mongolia Institute.
“I would not have thought before coming
here that I could also contribute to the
efforts of Mongolian studies at the same
time as studying. This is one of the perks
of studying in a major university.”

The Australian National University 13
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O U R S TA F F

Professor
Rory Medcalf
Head
National Security College, ANU

being founder and co-chair of the AustraliaIndia Policy Forum, an informal bilateral
dialogue. He holds senior non-resident
affiliations with the Brookings Institution
and the Lowy Institute and is internationally
recognised as a thought leader in reconceptualising the maritime Asian strategic
environment as the ‘Indo-Pacific’ region.

Nonresident Senior Fellow
The Brookings Institution
Nonresident Fellow
Lowy Institute for International Policy

Rory Medcalf has been Head of the
NSC since January 2015, with more
than two decades of experience across
diplomacy, intelligence analysis, think
tanks and journalism. He was Director of
the International Security Program at the
Lowy Institute from 2007 to 2015. Prior
to that, Professor Medcalf was a senior
strategic analyst with the Office of National
Assessments. His experience as an
Australian diplomat included a posting to
New Delhi, a secondment to the Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, truce monitoring
after the civil conflict in Bougainville
and policy development on Asian
security institutions.
Professor Medcalf has contributed to three
landmark reports on nuclear arms control.
His journalism has been commended
in Australia’s leading media awards, the
Walkleys. Professor Medcalf was on the
expert panel providing advice on Australia’s
2016 Defence White Paper and has played
a significant role in relations with India,

Dr Anthony Bergin
Senior Research Fellow
National Security College, ANU
Senior Analyst
Australian Strategic Policy Institute

Anthony Bergin is a graduate of political
science, law and international relations
from Monash University and the ANU.
Prior to joining ASPI in 2006, he was
an academic engaged for 25 years in
professional military education: first at the
Royal Australian Naval College and then
at the Australian Defence Force Academy.
He led the Australian Defence Studies
Centre at the academy for 12 years and
taught homeland security. He has served
as an Adjunct Reader in International Law
at the ANU and been a visiting professor at
the University of Delaware. Dr Bergin has
published widely in scholarly journals and
policy papers on Australian foreign policy,
maritime affairs and national security, and
is a frequent contributor to quality press
publications on these issues.
The Australian National University 15

Professor
Roger Bradbury
Research Leader
Cyberspace Program,
National Security College, ANU

Roger Bradbury leads the Strategy
and Statecraft in Cyberspace research
program at the NSC. He is a complex
systems scientist and trained originally as
a zoologist. His research interests lie in the
modelling and simulation of the dynamics
of coupled social and natural systems.
Professor Bradbury was the Chief Scientist
in the Bureau of Resource Sciences in the
1990s and marine program leader at the
Australian Institute of Marine Science in
the 1980s. In recent years, he has worked
in the Australian intelligence community
on the strategic analysis of international
science and technology issues and is
particularly interested in cyberspace
as a strategic domain.

Dr David Brewster
Senior Research Fellow
National Security College, ANU

David Brewster is a Senior Research Fellow
at the NSC and is one of Australia’s leading
academic experts on strategy and security
in South Asia and the Indian Ocean
region. His research interests include
16 National Security College

Indian strategic affairs, Indian Ocean
security, and India’s security and defence
relationships. Since 2006, Dr Brewster has
built an international reputation in the field
of strategic and security studies.
He currently hold appointments as:
Visiting Fellow with the ANU Strategic
and Defence Studies Centre; Distinguished
Research Fellow with the Australia India
Institute, University of Melbourne; and
Fellow with the Royal Australian Navy Sea
Power Centre, Canberra.

Associate Professor
Michael Clarke
Associate Professor & Graduate Convenor
National Security College, ANU

Michael Clarke is the NSC’s Graduate
Convenor and an internationally
recognised expert on the history and
politics of China’s Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region of China, Chinese
foreign policy in Central Asia, Central
Asian geopolitics, and nuclear proliferation
and non-proliferation. For the past two
years, Dr Clarke has provided advice and
testimony to the US-China Economic and
Security Review Commission on Chinese
policy in Xinjiang and China’s foreign
policy in Central Asia and Afghanistan.
He also regularly provides expert media
commentary on Uyghur/Xinjiang and
Chinese foreign policy-related issues to
national and international media.

Professor Paul Cornish
Professorial Fellow in Cyber Security
National Security College, ANU

Paul Cornish is the NSC’s inaugural
professorial fellow, guest lecturer and a
principal investigator in our cyberspace
research program. He is one of the world’s
most eminent scholars working in the field of
cyber security, having spent some ten years
of his career in research posts at Chatham
House, first as Senior Research Fellow in
the early 1990s and latterly as Carrington
Professor of International Security and Head
of the International Security Programme
(from 2005 until 2011). Professor Cornish
also spent several years as Director of the
Centre for Defence Studies at King’s College
London. He is a member of the UK Chief
of the Defence Staff’s Strategic Advisory
Panel, a Fellow of Oxford University’s Global
Cyber Security Capacity-Building Centre
and a Senior Associate Fellow of the Royal
United Services Institute.

Dr Adam Henschke
Lecturer in National Security
National Security College, ANU

interests in ethics, society and interactions
with novel and emerging technologies. His
current research is particularly focussed
on the ethics of cybersecurity; just war
and military ethics; emerging technologies;
cross-cultural ethical dialogues; valueinformed decision making; and the public
communication of ethics. Dr Henschke
is an Adjunct Research Fellow with the
Centre of Applied Philosophy and Public
Ethics, Charles Sturt University and has
been a Visiting Assistant Professor at the
University of Hong Kong.

Dr Jennifer Hunt
Lecturer in National Security
National Security College, ANU

Jennifer Hunt is a Lecturer at the NSC
whose research examines the intersection
between energy, defence and economic
issues, with a focus on the United States
and the Arab Gulf. She has published on
comparative energy security policy in the
US and Australia, the geopolitics of energy
markets, and economic and political
transitions in the Arab Gulf. In 2011-2012
Dr Hunt was a visiting researcher at Sultan
Qaboos University in Muscat, Oman, and
has studied Arabic at the Qasid Institute in
Jordan. Prior to joining the NSC, Dr Hunt
was based at the US Studies Centre at
the University of Sydney.

Adam Henschke is a Lecturer at the NSC
whose research stems from fundamental

The Australian National University 17

Dr Haroro Ingram
Lecturer
National Security College, ANU

Haroro Ingram is a Lecturer at the NSC and
a Research Fellow with the ANU Coral Bell
School of Asia Pacific Affairs. His primary
research project analyses the role of
propaganda in the strategies of violent nonstate political movements, with the Islamic
State and the Afghan Taliban as major case
studies. Dr Ingram’s research draws heavily
on primary source materials, most of which
were collected during periods of fieldwork
in South Asia (Afghanistan) and the Middle
East (Iraq). He has been a visiting fellow
with institutions such as the International
Centre for Counter-terrorism in The Hague
and the US Naval Postgraduate School’s
Defense Analysis Department, as well
as having worked in a variety of national
security roles.

Dr Tim Legrand
Lecturer in National Security
National Security College, ANU

Tim Legrand is a Lecturer at the NSC and
our PhD Program Convenor. Dr Legrand’s
interdisciplinary research concerns the
structures, management and processes of
public administration. He regularly presents
18 National Security College

his research on the governance of security
(aviation, maritime and critical infrastructure
protection) to the Commonwealth and
state governments, and has provided
public submissions to the Independent
National Security Legislation Monitor and
the Queensland Parliament on counterterrorism and security legislation. Prior to
joining the NSC, he was a Research Fellow
at the ARC Centre of Excellence in Policing
and Security at Griffith University (2010-12)
and the ANU (2012-present).

Associate Professor
Matthew Sussex
Academic Director
National Security College, ANU
Nonresident Fellow
Lowy Institute for International Policy

Matthew Sussex is the Academic Director
at the National Security College. His main
research specialisation is Russian foreign
and security policy, but his interests also
cover government and politics in Eurasia,
strategic studies, terrorism and counterterrorism, energy security, and Australian
foreign policy. He is particularly interested
in contemporary trends in violent conflict,
especially in ‘hybrid’ warfare and in the
evolution of propaganda. Associate
Professor Sussex was previously Director
of Politics and International Relations at
the University of Tasmania. He has served
on the National Executive of the Australian
Institute for International Affairs and has
been Associate Editor of the Australian
Journal of International Affairs.

Dr Sue Thompson

Dr Stephanie Williams

Lecturer in National Security
National Security College, ANU

Lecturer
National Security College, ANU

Sue Thompson is an historian and Lecturer
at the NSC. She previously worked for
the Department of Defence as research
coordinator for the Asia-Pacific Civil
Military Centre of Excellence. During her
time as an international affairs journalist in
the UK, Dr Thompson completed a PhD
at the prestigious School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS) at the University
of London. Her research interests include
defence studies, Southeast Asian studies,
the history of international relations, civilmilitary relations and regional cooperation.

Stephanie Williams is a public health
physician and epidemiologist, currently
working as a medical adviser in the Office
of Health Protection of the Department of
Health. She provides clinical and technical
advice to support health responses to
communicable diseases, natural disasters
and terrorist events. Her areas of interest
include epidemiology and surveillance of
communicable diseases, global health
security and public health policy. Dr
Williams’ previous roles have included:
Public Health Registrar for Victoria’s Chief
Health Officer; Technical Officer in Global
Health Security for the World Health
Organization (WHO) in Geneva; and as
a medical doctor in Australia and overseas
for Médecins Sans Frontières and
the WHO.
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STUDENT
PROFILE

Daniela Garcia
Ecuadorian career diplomat
Daniela Garcia is already onto her
second graduate degree during
her Canberra posting. Having
completed a Master of Public
Policy at the Crawford School, she
has recently started the Master of
National Security Policy (Advanced)
at the NSC.

a lot of advantages, because we have
lectures and conferences with really top
representatives from think tanks and
government departments.

“In my career I’ve already covered
multilateral trade negotiations, thus I
wanted to expand my knowledge into the
political arena, where national security
is core,” she says. “I had a look at the
prospect of this degree, and all the topics
were at the forefront of the field, of which
cybersecurity is one of my interests.”

Daniela is working and studying full time
in order to finish her degree before
returning to Ecuador, where she plans
to work in multilateralism.

The structure of classes, including the
emphasis on discussion, is something that
Daniela values highly about her course.
“All the discussions we have in class
are part of the present debates in the
international security agenda. I want to
contribute to debates about topics relevant
to Latin America, so it’s great that you
acquire knowledge, but it’s also a space to
contribute; they want your opinion.”
The NSC’s location in Canberra and the
connections that come with it is another
major asset, Daniela believes. “Canberra
is a very liveable city, and also the NSC
has strong connections with government,”
she says. Being in the capital gives you
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“It’s the perfect mix. ANU as one of
the highest ranked universities in the
world exceeds your expectations on
every academic aspect. Also, you have
this access to experienced diplomats,
politicians and scholars.”

“My current posting deals with
bilateral issues, where I’m in charge
of the economic and consular areas,
thus I hope that later on I can go back
to multilateralism, but this time in
relation to the UN. I am an optimist
on global cooperation.

“I am glad I can study in
such a prestigious college.
All the knowledge that I’m
acquiring here is instrumental
for my work as a diplomat,
to better serve my country
and to contribute to
generating more research
about Latin America.”

H O W T O A P P LY

Domestic students

International students

As a domestic student, you will need to
apply through the Universities Admissions
Centre (UAC) uac.edu.au/postgraduate

As an international student, you will need
to apply directly to the University.

Please use the following UAC codes when
making your application:

An online application fee applies for
international applicants, unless you’re
applying through an ANU agent.

>> Master of National Security Policy:
830500

You can submit your application at
programsandcourses.anu.edu.au

>> Master of National Security Policy
(Advanced): 830505

Please use the following program codes
when making your application:

You can find application deadlines on the
UAC website uac.edu.au/postgraduate

>> Master of National Security Policy:
7870 MNSPO
>> Master of National Security Policy
(Advanced): 7870 VNSPO

Application dates
If you’re applying to begin in the
first semester, applications close on
15 December of the previous year.
If you’re applying to begin in the second
semester, applications close on 27 May.
All applicants must provide evidence that
their English language ability meets the
minimum requirements for admission.
See page 23 for further details.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
REQUIREMENTS

ANU accepts either the International English Language Testing
System (IELTS) or the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL)
to meet the English language requirement for admission.
The minimum requirements for all programs are:
English Language Test

Requirement

Academic IELTS

Overall IELTS score of 6.5 with a minimum
of 6.0 in each component of the test.

TOEFL Paper Based Test (PBT)

At least a total score of 570, with Test of
Written English score of 4.5.

TOEFL Internet Based Test (IBT)

At least a total score of 80, with a minimum
of 20 in Reading and Writing, and a
minimum of 18 in Speaking and Listening.
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PHD SCHOLAR
PROFILE

Nikola Pijovic
National Security College PhD
student Nikola Pijovic is reaping
the rewards of three-and-a-half
years of hard work: he will soon
be submitting his thesis on
Australia’s foreign policy
engagement with Africa.
“It’s really a PhD on Australian foreign
policy looking at the case study of Africa,
trying to explain how it changed, and then
seeing what broader themes there are for
Australian foreign policy,” he says. “One I’ve
found is a significant degree of partisanship
in what is generally perceived to be a fairly
bipartisan foreign policy in Australia.”
Nikola studied in Adelaide before
completing his Masters on a scholarship
with the European Union’s Erasmus
Mundus Programme, focusing on the
Somaliland region as well as African
terrorist groups like al-Shabaab. When
he decided to do his PhD, he wanted to
continue to focus on Africa but deepen
the Australian connection, and found the
NSC to be a good fit: “I’m working a bit on
terrorism as well as foreign policy, so it all
falls under national security.”
Nikola’s work is already being recognised,
with his 2014 article on Australia’s
relationship with Africa through the
Commonwealth winning the prestigious
Peter Lyon Memorial Prize, awarded by
The Round Table: The Commonwealth
Journal of International Affairs.

For Nikola, the NSC’s small size and
collegiate community has been a definite
advantage. “It’s good to be part of
something where you can really contribute
to the energy of the place. It’s got a really
good collegiate culture.”
He has also found being in the
nation’s capital has helped his research.
“Canberra’s so small, you meet a lot of
people through university connections,
especially for those interested in practical
and policy areas. Generally most of my
fieldwork was done here in Canberra.”
Nikola is unsure what the future holds,
but he feels that the NSC’s contacts
and reputation in both academia and
government have served him well. He has
already been offered a job with a major
government department, but hasn’t ruled
out a return to academia.

“The thing I like a lot is
that the NSC is in between
academia and policymaking,”
he says. “I want to do
academic work, but I think it
would also be good to have
practical experience with
policymaking and government.
Even as an academic, students
want people who have relevant
experience, and certainly we
come across that a lot in the
courses I tutor.”
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SCHOLARSHIPS

The National Security
College offers scholarships to
high-performing students who
receive an offer of admission to
a Master of National Security
Policy or a Master of National
Security Policy (Advanced).
The ANU National Security
Policy Scholarship
Awarded on the basis of academic
merit, these scholarships are open
to highly qualified students who have
received an offer of admission for the first
time. The scholarships are offered under
three divisions:
>> New domestic students (citizens of
Australia or New Zealand or permanent
residents of Australia)
>> New international students
>> Employees of the Australian, state and
territory public services
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The NSC Scholarship for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Students
Each year, the National Security College
may award this scholarship to a new
applicant from an Indigenous community
who has received an offer to join either
degree program.
You can find out more about National
Security College Scholarships on the NSC
website nsc.anu.edu.au/scholarshipsand-sponsorship.php

RESEARCH AND
DOCTORAL STUDIES

The NSC PhD program
aims to develop experts in
security studies with excellent
research skills. As a PhD
candidate, you’ll have the
benefit of a dedicated academic
supervisor and encouragement
to undertake fieldwork.
Admission into the program
To gain admission to the PhD program
you’ll need a Bachelor degree with an
upper second class (H2A) honours
degree (at minimum) or its equivalent in a
discipline relevant to your proposed topic
and the broad field of security studies, or
a discipline such as international relations,
strategic studies or political science.
Your admission will be dependent on
the availability of an appropriate NSC
academic supervisor. For more information
visit the PhD Study section of the ANU
website nsc.anu.edu.au/phd-study

PhD Scholarships

Scholarship closing dates
If you wish to submit an application for a
PhD scholarship application, you’ll need
to do so in the year before you intend to
commence your studies:
>> For international applicants –
by 31 August
>> For Australian citizens and permanent
residents – by 31 October
For further information on PhD
scholarships visit the ANU website
anu.edu.au/study/information-for/
postgrad-research-students

Research
We conduct research into these priority
national security issues:
>> Regions, States and Security
>> Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism
>> Cyber Security
>> Security Futures
>> Challenges for Policymakers
The National Security College welcomes
scholarship and collaboration in relation
to these broad areas.

The ANU offers scholarships for
students wishing to pursue PhD study
in the NSC. These include the Australian
Postgraduate Award (APA) and the
International Postgraduate Research
Scholarship (IPRS).
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S TA F F
PROFILE

Dr Jennifer Hunt
National Security College lecturer
Dr Jennifer Hunt is not one to shirk
from a challenge. Originally hailing
from North Carolina, USA, where
she was captain of her university’s
women’s fencing team, she
relocated to Australia to complete
her Masters and doctoral studies at
the University of Sydney.
Jennifer’s PhD thesis examined energy
security from the perspective of a
producer state – in this case Oman – and
its impact on the security of the country
and the Gulf region. “I asked the question,
what happens to an oil state when the oil
runs out?” Jennifer says. “Oman is the first
Gulf Cooperation Council state where this
is expected to happen.”
To answer this question, she conducted
extensive fieldwork as a visiting researcher
at Sultan Qaboos University in Muscat,
attended the World Economic Forum in
Abu Dhabi and studied Arabic at the Qasid
Institute in Jordan.
How did she find living and working
as an American, female researcher in
the culturally conservative Gulf region?
“Actually, it’s probably your best bet to get
information,” Jennifer laughs. “Research
can be challenging in that knowledge
tends to reside in people rather than in
documents, but as a Western woman,
you’re treated as a ‘third gender’ which
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means you are unrestricted from starting
those conversations with anyone. Moreover,
I found the Omanis very open to someone
studying the region from their perspective.”
Jennifer’s doctoral thesis was awarded
an Honourable Mention in the Australian
Political Studies Association’s PhD Thesis
Prize and she has since expanded her
research into the geopolitics of global
energy markets while working on her
upcoming book.
“My work sits at the intersection of political
science, economics and policy, and it’s the
policy focus that I really value about the
NSC,” she says. “Our mission here is to
contribute to current debates by working
with policymakers, postgraduate students
and executives to bring rigorous research
to bear on emerging security issues.”
The NSC’s newest staff member has
initially taken on the ‘National Security
Leadership and Risk Management’
course. “This class is popular because it’s
blended” Jennifer says. “It’s partly online,
with some non-traditional assessments
such as policy briefs and podcasts.

“The class is flexible, it’s
unique, and it’s demanding;
it makes the face-to-face
time much more valuable in
that you do the ground work
before you come in, and then
apply it practically in class.”

A B O U T T H E N AT I O N A L
SECURITY COLLEGE

The National Security College
(NSC) at the Australian National
University is Australia’s leading
provider of national security
teaching, research and
outreach. We are a unique,
multidisciplinary graduate
studies school established
through a partnership between
the Australian Government
and the ANU.
National Security is a discipline we are
building as we teach and research it. When
you join us, you become a crucial part of
an active project – an intellectual venture of
genuine importance to the future security
of societies and nations. We strive to
understand and address the significant
national security policy questions and
challenges that confront Australia, the
region and the world. We pride ourselves
on approaching these issues in a way
that is both academically rigorous and
eminently practical.
The NSC’s pedagogical approach
emphasises independence and diversity of
views among our staff and visiting experts.
Our unique nature as a CommonwealthANU partnership allows us to assemble
a high level mix of academic expert
and policy practitioner perspectives.

We challenge students to broaden their
horizons while emphasising the ‘so what?’
for policy.
We strengthen networks of cooperation
between practitioners and nongovernment experts, contribute to the
development of a new generation of
strategic analysts and provide outreach
to business and the wider community.
Through our cutting-edge research and
engagement with those working at the
coalface of national security policy in
government, politics, business and NGOs,
we seek to promote a greater awareness
of Australia’s national security architecture,
threats, risks, strategy, planning and
the leadership challenges for the wider
national security community.
Our graduates are leaders in their fields
and are part of a global network of national
security professionals.
The academic program of National
Security College is part of the Crawford
School of Public Policy in the ANU College
of Asia and the Pacific. The Crawford
School is the region’s leading graduate
public policy school. Staff and students
at the School play an essential role in
shaping public policy through research,
education and policy engagement. Since
the founding of the ANU in 1946, the
College of Asia and the Pacific has driven
Australia’s engagement and understanding
of its neighbourhood.
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For more information contact the
Academic Program Coordinator
National Security College
GJ Yeend Wing (Crawford Building #132a)
1 Lennox Crossing
The Australian National University
Acton ACT 2601
Australia
T +61 2 6125 6131
E national.security.college@anu.edu.au
W nsc.anu.edu.au
@NSC_ANU
linkedin.com/company/national-security-college
CRICOS #00120C
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